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BENEATH THE HOLLYWOOD HILLS, 
LAUREN WARD SNEAKS INTO THE CARNIVAL 
WHILE THE CIRCUS MASTER IS AWAY

PLUS
THE SOFT  PACK AND LISSY TRULLIE
EDITORS, HOCKEY  AND 
WOLFMOTHER ALBUM REVIEWS
INCEPTION, UP IN THE AIR 
AND THE LOVELY BONES PREVIEWS
CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEATBALLS, 
THE INVENTION OF LYING AND UP  REVIEWS
ART BY ARIELLE NADEL AND HUSEYIN YILMAZ
AND STYLE BY CARL HEINDL AND MATIAS TRONCOSO
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At just seventeen, Arielle Na-
del is one of the most talent-
ed photographers around. Af-
ter working her way through 
a number of photo stories, 
her current project is the most 
ambitious yet. Entitled ‘365 
Days of Danbo’, everyday 
Arielle plans to take a picture 
of Danboard, the cardboard 
robot from the Japanese 
manga Yotsuba&!, and docu-
ment her life as it would be in 
the real world.

So far in her photography ca-
reer she’s been a party pho-
tographer and also worked 
backstage at Fashion Week: 
Spring ‘09 & ’10 for Oloff 
Beauty. With her photography 
she hopes to inspire and put 
smiles on the face of those 
who discover her work. With 
some ease, she’s succeeded 
at that already.

You can find more about Ari-
elle Nadel’s work on her Flickr 
profile: flickr.com/bunnyrel

E D I T O R ’ S  L E T T E R

C O N T R I B U T O R
O F  T H E  M O N T H

You might notice a little redesign this issue, and it’s the first of a few big steps 
for Fan the Fire over the coming months. We can’t say any more about it right 
now, but we’ve got a major relaunch for our main site and blog on the way. 
It’ll be the same content in a whole new package, though don’t worry, we’ll 
still be running the monthly magazine, in fact, it’ll be bigger and better than 
ever. Enough of that for now and on with this issue.

We’re nearing the end of the year and the last of 2009’s big music releases 
are on the way. First up, we pick out two of 2010’s hottest bands; The Soft 
Pack and Lissy Trullie, although they don’t yet have albums ready for popular 
consumption. Instead we review new releases from Wolfmother, Muse, Par-
amore, Mr Hudson and Editors, amongst others

On the silver screen, we preview some of film’s most anticipated upcoming 
releases; A Serious Man, Inception, The Lovely Bones, Tron Legacy, A Christ-
mas Carol and Up In The Air. In theatres, Up at last makes it over to UK shores 
while Ricky Gervais’ The Invention Of Lying, Cloudy With A Chance Of Meat-
balls, 9 and The Goods are also given our critical eye.

To round matters off, our art and style sections are huge this month. The Little 
Friends Of Printmaking offer up a handful of illustrated baddies, Arielle Nadel 
follows little Danbo around on his travels and Hüseyin Yilmaz spends a couple 
of weeks in Turkey. Cover story Lauren Ward is off to the circus, only the lion 
tamer and his friends have already gone home for the winter. Carl Heindl 
takes his attention down to the railway tracks for a little flower picking, and 
last but not least, Matías Troncoso shows there isn’t always a good side to a 
bit of rough and tumble, though it can make for a stunning shoot.

Enjoy the issue

Sam Bathe

“WE CAN’T SAY ANY MORE 
ABOUT IT RIGHT NOW, BUT 
WE’VE GOT A MAJOR RE-
LAUNCH FOR OUR MAIN SITE 
AND BLOG ON THE WAY.” 

http://www.flickr.com/bunnyrel
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B E S T  O F  T H E  B L O G

WAITING FOR THE FALL: 
EASTBOUND & DOWN

Created by director Jody Hill and actors Danny 
McBride and Ben Best, after getting to know Will Fer-
rell and Adam McKay through their last film together, 
The Foot Fist Way, Ferrell and McKay presented the 
trio’s ideas to HBO who roundly ordered an initial 6 
episode season of Eastbound & Down.

Fronted by McBride as Kenny Powers, Eastbound & 
Down follows Powers’ fall from grace as the once 
record breaking baseball pitcher throws his career 
away after spiralling into drugs and gambling. With 
his reputation in tatters and nothing left in the bank, 
Powers is forced to go back to his hometown and 
sleep on his brother’s couch. Refusing to sell his one 
prized possession, a gleaming white jet ski, the next 
course of humiliation is finding a job, and making use 
of whatever sporting skill he has left, Powers gets a 
job as a sports coach at the local school. From there 
on in, the show’s about Powers’ struggle to adapt to 
town life and how inappropriate his teaching meth-
ods get for the young students.

Boasting dark and brutal comedy, very similar to Hill’s 
recent directorial effort Observe And Report, East-
bound & Down certainly has a quite specific target 
audience, but anyone who finds unconventional and 
uncomfortable comedy funny will get a lot out of the 
debut run.

HBO has already renewed the series for a second 
season so be sure to catch the first 6 episodes before 
it returns next January and get in on Eastbound & 
Down before it become the next cult comedy every-
one is talking about.

T V

Roger Avary, the man who penned the script for 
Christophe Gans’ 2006 horror Silent Hill, has confirmed 
he will return to write a second installment. 

Sony Pictures have announced shooting will begin 
next year, although it seems unlikely that Gans him-
self, who was largely responsible for the stunning 
visuals of the first film, will return to direct. If Gans does 
not return, it will be a big miss, given that most of the 
positive criticism levelled at Silent Hill centred around 
the artistic flair, which survived largely intact during 
the transition from video games to the big screen.

Although  you can will stand in partial defence of 
the original film to a point – it remains one of the best 
video game adaptations, although that in itself is 
more than slightly hollow praise – Avary’s script for the 
original was hardly watertight. The difficulty in trans-
lating something like survival horror is clearly the fact 
that, in the game, the player spends a vast amount of 
time alone. In the context of a game, this is fine, after 
all, the experiences are directly felt by the player. For 
a film, stories and characters need to be refined to 
form a narrative better suited to the cinematic experi-
ence and an ever developing plot.

For this to be better than the original, they need a 
killer story, they need the compositions of Akira Ya-
maoka, the man behind the eerie game soundtracks, 
to return, and they need to do Pyramid Head the 
justice he didn’t receive in the original. They also need 
to please a legion of fanboys, the hardest task of all.

A SECOND DOSE OF 
TIGHT-LIPPED HORROR

G A M E S
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F A N T H E F I R E B L O G . C O M

S T Y L EA R T

http://www.fanthefireblog.com
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M U S I C

Now infamously performing under 
the name The Soft Pack, you might 
know the San Diego four-piece 
from their former moniker. Called 
The Muslims until late last year, the 
band grew tired of the ignorant and 
frequently racist comments being 
thrown their way during shows and 
interviews, to the point they had to 
turn over a new leaf.

While the new name doesn’t quite 

pack the same punch, and some 
sections of the media have criti-
cised them for the switch, if it allows 
them to really take their music to 
the next step and forget about 
the unfounded trouble their former 
name brought them, who are on-
lookers to question their motives.

Now based in Los Angeles, The 
Soft Pack are part of a new wave 
of surf rock bands popping up in 
California. We’ve already brought 
you the wonderful Tijuana Panthers, 
although The Soft Pack are currently 
a step ahead of their Cali friends.

With a couple of nationwide US 
tours under their belt and dates 
with Franz Ferdinand, White Lies 
and Friendly Fires earlier this year, 
it’s no surprise The Soft Pack roused 
a wave of hype behind debut 10 
song ‘The Muslims EP’ and more 

recently their ‘Extinction’ EP. They’re 
now one of a select few already 
tipped for big things in 2010.

Their music is stripped down; ragged 
and rough like a lot of the recent 
lo-fi bands fed-up with the over-
produced pop flooding the main-
stream. The Soft Packs early mate-
rial might have lacked the signature 
riffs to really set them alight but 
newer songs are turning the tide for 
a more complete and less aimless 
style. Slated for a release in the 
spring, The Soft Pack’s debut album 
is rumoured to have been written 
and recorded for a few months 
now, although there’s nothing yet 
on a title or album art, though what-
ever their plans, the future is looking 
very bright indeed for The Soft Pack.

The Soft Pack are currently on tour 
across America and Europe.

GENTLY DOES IT
CAUSING MORE OF A STIR WITH THEIR NAME 
CHANGE THAN SOME OF THEIR RECENT RELEASES, 
THE SOFT PACK ARE AT LAST BRINGING THE 
ATTENTION BACK ONTO THE MUSIC AHEAD OF AN 
EXCITING 2010 FOR THE SURF ROCK BAND
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F E A T U R E

Real name Elizabeth McChesney, 
though it doesn’t quite have the 
same ring to it, Lissy Trullie is fresh 
off the New York music circuit and 
causing a stir worldwide. Crafting 
spritely pop-tinged new wave rock, 
full of energy but with a scenester 
edge for which only New Yorkers 
know how, Lissy typifies everything 

great about the bands making it on 
the East coast. Boasting something 
strangely Andy Warhol about her, 
after moving to New York when she 
was 16, for a long while Lissy plied 
her trade solely as a model, wash-
ing dishes for a local restaurant in 
between shoots. After her model-
ling career really started to take off, 
however, fronting campaigns for 
Chloë Sevigny’s fashion range, she 
stepped it up on the musical front 
too.

With a tomboy charm and the 
seductive looks of Agyness Deyn, 
her debut EP ‘Self-Taught Learner’ 
was released earlier this year and 
threw her into the limelight, instantly 
becoming one of the coolest front 

women around. Though her own 
music is more than worth the ef-
fort, you’ll equally want to check 
out Lissy’s cover of ‘Ready For The 
Floor’ by Hot Chip, which has since 
become a huge online hit and is 
widely regarded as one of the best 
cover versions in recent years.

With a busy end to 2009 planned for 
Lissy and her band, she’ll be hoping 
they don’t the same bad luck they 
encountered on a recent European 
tour. When bassist Ian Fenger con-
tracted swine flu in Germany, the 
four-piece were quarantined, don’t 
worry though, it hasn’t put them off.

Lissy Trullie will be on tour with The 
Cribs across the UK in October.

NEW YORK CHIC
FLYING OFF THE EAST COAST MUSIC SCENE, LISSY 
TRULLIE FRONTS AN EFFORTLESSLY COOL BAND, 
MODELS FOR CHLOE SEVIGNY AND IS ALREADY BEING 
TIPPED FOR THE TOP AFTER A FANTASTIC DEBUT EP
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A L B U M  R E V I E W S 

Releasing their self-titled debut album some four years 
ago, signature track ‘Woman’ quickly became a 
worldwide phenomenon, propelling the three-piece 
to worldwide stardom. A lot has changed since then. 
After losing two members, Andrew Stockdale contin-
ued under the same name, and with three new Aus-
sies in tow, pumped up the adrenaline for a heavier 
sound than ever before. Stockdale’s signature voice 
remains, only now he has the hooks to back it up.

★★★★★

WOLFMOTHER 
‘COSMIC EGG’
RELEASED OCTOBER 13

After the cosmic Black Holes And Revelation, ‘The 
Resistance’ keeps the electro edge to Muse’s grimey 
rock but drags it back to Earth. ‘The Resistance’ feels 
grander than any of Muse’s previous work; there’s 
something operatic about many of their new tracks, in 
fact, you wouldn’t be far out of place to compare their 
new sound to much of Queen’s work. The new direction 
certainly feels at home for the English three-piece, but 
whether it works as well as albums of old is up in the air.

★★★★★

MUSE ‘THE 
RESISTANCE’
RELEASED OUT NOW

One thing you could never criticise Para-
more of is lacking talent. Brimming with the 
raw potential that set their previous albums 
alight, ‘Brand New Eyes’ oozes ambition 
and imagination from every orifice. Looking 
in from the outside, Paramore might sound 
like a self-absorbed pop-punk band but 
it’s effortless to get into, even for first-timers. 
Get ready for a new guilty pleasure.

★★★★★

PARAMORE 
‘BRAND NEW EYES’
RELEASED SEPTEMBER 28

Hockey mysteriously slipped under the radar at the 
start of the year but in the nine months since they’ve 
made a real impact. Their music smacks of a date 
between The Strokes and LCD Soundsystem, providing 
the perfect platform for Benjamin Grubin’s soft-shout-
ing vocals. After a strong start, ‘Mind Chaos’ though 
tails off before ‘Put The Game Down’ sets up a grand-
stand finish. Perhaps opening their best track ‘Too 
Fake’ was always a little too much to live up to.

★★★★★

HOCKEY 
‘MIND CHAOS’
RELEASED SEPTEMBER 28

Taking time off from 
the day job, Karen 
O has crafted a 
masterful soundtrack 
for the upcoming 
Where The Wild 
Things Are movie; an 
instantly charming 
chirpy folk LP.

★★★★★

KAREN O AND THE KIDS 
‘WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE’
RELEASED SEPTEMBER 28
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You can’t deny some of Ian Brown’s work with The Stone 
Roses inspired a lot of the great music around today but 
there has to be a point where the self-dubbed legends 
slow up production to allow the new breed to really 
spread their wings. The arrogant and ignorant Brown 
doesn’t offer anything new on ‘My Way’, a tired and inef-
fectual collection of 12 tracks that rush out one ear before 
they’ve barely breached the other. If you must listen to 
Ian Brown, go back in his career, not forward.

★★★★★

IAN BROWN 
‘MY WAY’
RELEASED SEPTEMBER 28

A number of pretenders to the folk crown 
have show their face in recent months, 
blending traditional styles with a pop edge. 
Mumford & Sons are all folk. While this will 
turn away much of the unadventurous pub-
lic, ‘Sigh No More’ must be commended for 
sticking to its guns and offering a true folk al-
bum for the 21st century. Settle down to the 
LP in full and this might just be your thing.

★★★★★

MUMFORD & SONS 
‘SIGH NO MORE’
RELEASED OCTOBER 5

If you don’t know Mr Hudson from 
his hit single ‘Supernova’, you might 
remember him from back when 
band was called Mr Hudson And 
The Library. Now, they’ve ditched 
their eclectic sound for mainstream 
appeal, some would say they sold 
out, and it’s no surprise their new 
album is forgettable, at best.

★★★★★

MR HUDSON 
‘STRAIGHT NO CHASER’
RELEASED OCTOBER 19

There’s certainly a lot of craft and emotion behind Kid 
Harpoon’s debut album but those who have been 
following the young singer-songwriter will know ‘Once’ 
could have been a whole lot more. The energetic side 
of Kid Harpoon’s music is captured perfectly but the 
subtle edge feels over-produced and the final record 
is more than a little over-done. Kid Harpoon’s great 
talent is his natural drive, and while that does show up, 
there’s a lot to frustrate you along the way too.

★★★★★

KID HARPOON 
‘ONCE’
RELEASED SEPTEMBER 28

Never mind difficult second album, 
the recent crop of band have often 
fallen down on their third. Not Edi-
tors. Turning synth-heavy, and rightly 
drawing comparisons with New 
Order and the recent ‘80s wave, ‘In 
This Light...’ will take some getting 
used to for seasoned Editors fans, 
but once you get into it, it’s brilliant.

★★★★★

EDITORS ‘IN THIS LIGHT 
AND ON THIS EVENING’
RELEASED OCTOBER 12



http://www.otakumag.com


DAILY INSPIRATION. FANTHEFIREBLOG.COM

http://www.fanthefireblog.com


16   FAN THE FIRE   OCTOBER 2009

The Coen Brothers’ look to continue 
their rich vein of form with A Serious 
Man, a darkly comic feature starring 
Michael Stuhlbarg in his first lead-
ing role as a long suffering Jewish 
professor. His life is falling apart, in 
various ways, as his family tugs him 
this way and that, with a wife clam-
ouring for divorce and children who 
routinely steal from him.

The trailer evokes a very Coen-
esque sensibility, opening to a 
repetitive banging noise which 
we soon learn is the sound of our 
protagonist having his head bashed 
against a blackboard. 

This banging forms the percussion 
segment in an escalating series of 
irritations that build throughout the 
early footage. 

After the moody thrills of No Country 
For Old Men, the Coens certainly 
seem intent on moving back into 
the comic arena, although at first 

glance this looks to be somewhat 
darker than Burn After Reading.

The film is set in the late 60s and 
the brothers have stated that the 
surroundings on screen will, in some 
ways, reflect their own childhoods. 
In a similar vein, some characters 
are fictionalised amalgamations of 
people they met during their youth. 
This personal influence could set A 
Serious Man apart from the Coens’ 
recent features, and will hopefully 
infuse their traditional black com-
edy with some poignant laughs and 
an intriguing plot.

F I L MF I L M

A SERIOUS MAN
RELEASED OCTOBER 2 (USA) NOVEMBER 20 (UK)
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P R E V I E W S

Christopher Nolan must be sleeping 
pretty soundly in his bed these days. 
Off the back of the resurrected 
Batman franchise he has found 
himself in an enviable position; his 
is a name that will now sell mov-
ies. In the same way that plastering 
producer credits for Peter Jackson 
or Quentin Tarantino on any film will 
see the revenues jump, Nolan’s is 
now a name that people will take 
notice of.

But Christopher Nolan is not the 
only one who should welcome this 

new found popularity. Film fans 
should be excited too, for Nolan is 
a phenomenally talented filmmaker 
whose back catalogue to date, 
even without the Caped Crusader, 
is exceptional. In short; he deserves 
his success.

Until recently the only piece of 
information anybody had about 
Inception was the tantalising phrase 
“a contemporary sci-fi actioner set 
within the architecture of the mind.” 
Before Batman, it would have been 
almost impossible for Nolan to mus-
ter up a budget of £200m to make 
this film. We now know that the 
movie, which stars, amongst others, 
Leonardo DiCaprio and Marion Co-
tillard, involves a process in which 
people enter each other dreams.

A frustratingly vague teaser trailer 
released some time ago surprised 
many people, particularly in refer-
ence to an action sequence fea-
turing physics that defy stunt work, 
bringing The Matrix very sharply to 
mind. Elsewhere, almost nothing is 
given away – surely the point of a 
good teaser – although we do get 
a nice Jurassic Park glass of water 
reference, slightly turned on its head 
in a style only Nolan knows how. 

At the beginning of his career, 
Nolan proved he could make 
intelligent, provocative films, more 
recently he has proven that he can 
replicate that success with a mon-
ster budget to deal with. That all 
bodes very well for Inception, which 
is scheduled for a 2010 release.

INCEPTION
RELEASED JULY 16 2010 (USA) TBC (UK)
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P R E V I E W S

In The Lovely Bones, Saoirse Ronan 
(Atonement) plays Susie Salmon, a 
young girl who is raped and mur-
dered by her neighbour, and in 
death finds herself able to watch 
over the ‘real world’. In this ‘in-
between’ place, Susie watches 
her family grieve for her, and spies 
on her killer as he prepares to strike 
again.

With the exception of the 2007 short 

Crossing the Line, The Lovely Bones 
is Peter Jackson’s first feature since 
2005’s King Kong remake and is 
based on the bestselling 2002 novel 
of the same name, by American 
writer Alice Sebold. 

After the big-budget, blockbusting 
King Kong and the preceding Lord 
Of The Rings trilogy, it is understand-
able that Jackson would wish to 
take a step back and make some-
thing smaller in scale. That said, the 
film’s portrayal of the ‘in-between’ is 
laden with distinct and imaginative 
special effects, creating an intrigu-
ing contrast between personal 
drama and visual spectacle.

Ronan is backed up by a cast that 
includes Rachel Weisz and Mark 
Wahlberg as her distraught parents 
and Stanley Tucci as the killer. The 
film appears to share some the-
matic and visual crossovers with 
the underrated 1998 Robin Williams 
drama, What Dreams May Come, 
although that isn’t to say it doesn’t 
look individual in its own right.

Jackson’s Lord of the Rings films 
refused to shirk emotion in favour of 
special effects, and earlier dramatic 
efforts such as the well-received 
Heavenly Creatures suggest The 
Lovely Bones could be something 
well worth looking forward to.

THE LOVELY BONES
RELEASED JANUARY 15 2010 (2010) JANUARY 29 2010 (UK)
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P R E V I E W S

Continuing the current Hollywood 
trend of remaking/bringing back 
anything that was ever popular and 
successful, Walt Disney Pictures are 
resurrecting Tron. Still, given that the 
original film is most widely known for 
its visual style and special effects 
– even those who haven’t seen it 
tend to know what it looked like – it 
seems a natural step for the series to 

embrace the twenty seven years of 
developing effects technology that 
have passed since the original was 
first released.

Indeed, the fanboy pleasing trailer 
debuted at Comic Con this year, 
albeit nothing more than a brief 
light cycle chase, indicated that 
the new film should, at least, be 
faithful to the aesthetic of the 1982 
film. Pleasingly, Disney has also 
maintained continuity in the acting 
department, with Bruce Boxleitner 
and Jeff Bridges both returning to 
their original roles, with newcomer 

Joseph Kosinski at the helm.

As far as the story goes, the details 
are scarce. Garrett Hedlund has 
been cast as Sam Flynn, the son of 
Jeff Bridges’ Kevin, whose investi-
gations into his father’s disappear-
ance lead him into the same cyber 
universe his father has occupied for 
twenty five years.

There are definitely reasons to be 
excited about Tron Legacy and it 
seems to be faithful to the original, 
while the visuals will hopefully truly 
exploit the new 3D technologies.

TRON LEGACY
RELEASED DECEMBER 17 2010 (USA) TBC (UK)
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P R E V I E W S

Disney have something of a history 
with Charles Dickens’ A Christmas 
Carol. Having released and distrib-
uted two previous incarnations, the 
latter being the wonderfully imagi-
native Michael Caine starring Mup-
pet Christmas Carol in 1992. Seem-
ingly not content with those efforts, 
Robert Zemeckis, complete with his 

own performance capture technol-
ogy, has been hired to direct this 
latest translation.

Starring Jim Carrey in no less than 
four roles, Zemeckis has brought his 
continually developing special ef-
fects technology, last seen in 2007’s 
Beowulf, to the project and as with 
so many releases at the moment, 
the film will be available in 3D.

For the few people out there not 
already familiar with the plot, it 
follows an old, embittered man, 
Ebenezer Scrooge, whose life is fo-
cussed around wealth and success. 
One Christmas Eve night, a series 
of ghostly visitations in the form of 

Christmas Past, Present and Future 
haunt Scrooge and bring about 
a series of moral revelations, cul-
minating in a celebration of what 
is now often called the Christmas 
Spirit. Carrey, inhabiting the roles of 
Scrooge and the apparitions that 
haunt him, is backed up by Gary 
Oldman, also in multiple roles, and 
Colin Firth and Cary Elwes.

Initially, it was easy to be sceptical 
about the need for another adap-
tation of Dickens’ classic tale, but 
the trailer looks sufficiently magical 
and visually impressive to warrant 
interest and, if nothing else, it ought 
to be a treat to watch Carrey per-
forming in such varied roles.

A CHRISTMAS 
CAROL
RELEASED NOVEMBER 13 (USA) JANUARY 15 2010 (UK)
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Up In The Air is Jason Reitman’s first 
film since 2007’s indie hit Juno, and 
is an adaptation of Walter Kirn’s 
2001 novel of the same name. 
George Clooney stars as Ryan Bing-
ham, a ‘career transition counsellor’ 
whose position it is to travel around 

the country firing people, amongst 
other things. This is a man who is 
happy flying from place to place as 
a loner, shunning connections and 
relationships.

Naturally, there is a morality story to 
come into play, although early re-
views from the US, aside from being 
generally positive, have praised the 
film’s unconventional approach. 
The film is based on Kirn’s novel but 
the word ‘loosely’ has been liberally 

applied and Reitman has spoken 
about his feeling personally con-
nected to the project and bringing 
the book to the screen.

Clooney’s co-stars, the compara-
tively little known Vera Farmiga (The 
Departed) and Anna Kendrick (Twi-
light) have both received acclaim 
for their performances, as has Cloo-
ney himself. The film will be hoping 
to ride this current wave of optimism 
when it finally reaches release.

UP IN THE AIR
RELEASED NOVEMBER 13 (USA) JANUARY 15 2010 (UK)
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Imagine a world where everybody is 
ruthlessly honest; you arrive for a date 
only to be informed that you are a 
huge disappointment, and then your 
receptionist tells you that the thought of 
coming into work every morning makes 
her skin crawl. Well this is the world of 
Ricky Gervais’ debut feature, The Inven-
tion of Lying. 

Our beleaguered and hopeless host in 
this quirky alternate reality is a “chubby, 
snub-nosed loser” called Mark (Ger-
vais). Mark is a lonely, unspectacular 
man who finds life in a world that lacks 
the comforting veil of insincerity quite 
testing. That all changes when Mark, 
having been fired and threatened with 
eviction, is driven to an earth-shattering 
discovery… the concept of lying.

I’m sure you can all guess what hap-
pens next; Mark becomes extremely 
rich and turns his attention to winning 
over the woman of his dreams, Jennifer 
Garner’s loopy but stunning, Anna. 

As Mark enjoys his ill-gotten gains, we 
await the timely arrival of hubris, and 
Anna’s discover of his ploy, thus propel-
ling us into a ‘dramatic’ third act where 
he finally learns the error of his ways and 
must try to win her back (yawn).

Well I am pleased to report that this is 
not the route Gervais, and collaborator 
Matthew Robinson, take. An unexpect-
ed turn arrives when Mark, desperate 
to comfort his dying mother, pretends 
that there is a pleasant and eternal 
‘afterlife’. News spreads fast, and Mark 
is transformed into a global prophet 
overnight. The world is changed irrevo-
cably, but while everybody else seems 

content, Mark finds himself alone and 
without the solace of ignorance.

This is an infinitely more interesting 
way of exploring the consequences 
of lying and it also provides scope for 
some classic, caustic, ‘Gervais’ humour 
around the ideas of religion and the stu-
pefying ignorance of modern society. 
If that all sounds a bit heavy, I promise 
you it is not, it’s really quite funny.

Even the Anna storyline, seemingly so 
formulaic, is given a fresh perspective 
due to the uncomfortable frankness of 
the characters. The heart-breaking hon-
esty – a point of humour for so much of 
the film – facilitates a raw and sincere 
account of why so many people end 
up in relationships that don’t make 
them happy, while the people that 
could make them happy remain alone.

There may be a few too many cheap 
gags at the expense of the ‘no lying’ 
concept. A Pepsi advert reads ‘Pepsi: 
For when they don’t serve Coke’, a lady 
returns to the dinner table proclaiming 
the “biggest poop of her life”, etcetera, 
etcetera, and while some elements of 
the storytelling are interesting and new, 
there is no covering up for the fact that 
the general narrative is one that we 
have seen a million times before.

Another glaring fault is the virtual ab-
sence of Jonah Hill and Louis C.K. Every 
great rom-com needs a ‘buddy’ to 
provide extra comic relief so to under-
use two of the finest comic actors in 
America today is criminal.

There are a host of other star cameos in 
this film, and watch out for Ed Norton as 
a coke-sniffing cop and Phillip Seymour-
Hoffman as a clumsy barman, but it is a 
shame to have to demote Hill and C.K. 
to this category when they could have 
done so much more.

The Invention Of Lying is not a particu-
larly original film, you likely won’t be 
shocked or overly compelled, and your 
breath probably won’t be taken away 
just yet, but this is an uplifting, genuinely 
funny, and fairly fresh debut from one 
of Britain’s finest comedic talents.

★★★★★

THE INVENTION OF 
LYING
RELEASED OCTOBER 2

DIRECTED BY RICKY GERVAIS & MATTHEW ROBINSON 
STARRING RICKY GERVAIS, JENNIFER GARNER, JONAH HILL, 
TINA FEY, JASON BATEMAN & MARTIN STARR
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At last making the trip across the 
Atlantic some four and a half 
months after being released in 
North American theatres, and 
barely a couple of weeks before 
the States’ DVD hits stores, Pixar 
might have infuriated a few film 
fans, but Up is more than worth 
the wait.

It’s fairly obvious by now that 
the Disney-owned animation 
studio revel in turning the most 
unconventional characters into 
loveable, multi-dimensional 
personalities. In advance of their 
last release, WALL•E, some sug-
gested they might have bitten 
off more than they could chew, 
revolving the film around a rusty 
little trash collecting robot, and 
similarly in Up, Pixar have set 
themselves high hurdles to jump.

About a grumpy old man 
named Carl Fredricksen (Asner), 
the highlight of the pensioner’s 
day is foiling a multi-national 
property developer’s plans to 
erect a tower block on a plot 
his house sits right in the middle 
of. When the developers ac-
cidentally knock over his child-
hood post box, however, Carl 
lets his anger get the better of 
him and after konking the guilty 
van driver over the head with his 
walking stick, the multi-nationals 
at last find their way in.

Seemingly defeated in his quest 
to keep his house, Carl takes 
drastic action and as demolition 
beckons he moves on his own 
terms. Attaching a thousand 
helium balloons to his house, 
Carl sets them free through his 
chimney, ripping the house up 

from its foundations and taking 
flight across town.

After his wife tragically passed 
away, Carl had become some-
thing of a loner in recent years 
so planned on his worldly trip to 
be a one-man mission, but when 
he hears a knock at the door, 
an eager young Wilderness 
Explorer named Russell (Nagai) 
bounds in. Too late to return him 
home, Carl begrudgingly takes 
Russell along for the ride and the 
pair set a course for Paradise 
Falls in South America to at last 
fulfil one of Carl’s lifetime ambi-
tions.

Of course, after making it to the 
South American jungle, and with 
Paradise Falls in sight, their ob-
jectives soon become blurred. 
After Russell discovers a rare 
tropical bird and the dastardly 
adventurer trying to capture it, 
he and Carl must form an un-
likely alliance to protect one of 
nature’s great secrets.

The great success of Pixar’s real 
trailblazers has always been the 
depth of love and emotion you 
feel for the characters; here it is 
no different. Carl and Russell are 
to die for; after a hugely pow-
erful and striking opening se-
quence you’ll feel right at home 
with Carl, despite his grumpiness, 
and Russell’s boundless energy 
can’t do anything but captivate 
the viewer.

With such an adorable lead 
duo, it’s so easy to be swept up 
by the story. Equally as charm-
ing and touching as Carl and 
Russell within it, the dialogue is 
polished as each strand really 
feels like it has a purpose and 
takes you somewhere. Come 
the closing credits you’ll be left 
with a new thirst for life as when 
the plot is based around a mes-
sage that finding true love and 
great friendship is one of life’s 
greatest treasures, you can’t go 
far wrong, especially when the 
boys from Emeryville are behind 

it. As always in all Pixar films, 
Up captures utterly unrealistic 
event, but grounded by heart-
felt characters and an intelligent 
and perfectly rounded script, it 
feels like it could all be going on 
just around the corner.

By now we’ve come to expect 
that what Pixar offer in terms of 
story, they’ll more than back 
it up with the visuals, but that 
doesn’t mean it should go un-
mentioned, not by a long shot. 
Up looks fantastic; the visuals are 
glorious, full of life and though 
the humans remain stylised 
away from an entirely repre-
sentative face, some of the sur-
rounding environment doesn’t 
look far off photo-real.

What is perhaps a little unex-
pected is just how funny Up is. 
Arguably Pixar’s most laugh 
out loud film to date, it’s the 
evil adventurer’s team of dogs, 
each equipped with a thought 
translator, that set the comedy 
alight. Sprouting phrases like “I 
have just met you and I love 
you” and “I will get the ball and 
I will bring it back” plus a joke 
about squirrel that forgets to 
store food for the winters, Dug 
the dog will have you in tears.

Even with the Pixar magic be-
hind it, the 3D in the film adds 
nothing, so catch Up in 2D if you 
can. The most important thing, 
however, is just that you catch it. 
Up has the wow factor of Pixar’s 
very best work and pushes the 
Toy Story movies, Finding Nemo 
and WALL•E all the way for the 
title of their finest. Up is another 
animated film that, especially 
given the new 10 strong nomi-
nations line-up, is a prime con-
tender to be recognised by the 
Academy Awards in the best 
film category. 

Don’t be surprised if Up is sitting 
pretty atop our top 10 films of 
the year list come the New Year.

★★★★★

DIRECTED BY PETE DOCTOR & BOB PETERSON STARRING 
ED ASNER, CHRISTOPHER PLUMMER, JORDAN NAGAI, 
BOB PETERSON, DELROY LINDO & JOHN RATZENBERGER

UP
RELEASED OUT NOW (USA) OCTOBER 9 (UK)
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JUST HEAD OVER TO... FANTHEFIREBLOG.COM

FOR THE LATEST REVIEWS IN BETWEEN ISSUES, CHECK 
OUT OUR DAILY BLOG. COMING UP OVER THE FEW WEEKS...
PANDORUM RELEASED OCTOBER 2
ZOMBIELAND RELEASED OCTOBER 9
COUPLES RETREAT RELEASED OCTOBER 16
THIRST RELEASED OCTOBER 16
TRIANGLE RELEASED OCTOBER 16

THE IMAGINARIUM OF DOCTOR PARNASSUS 
RELEASED OCTOBER 16

http://www.fanthefireblog.com
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About renowned used car sales-
man Don Ready (Piven) and his no 
nonsense team, The Goods: Live 
Hard, Sell Hard sees a struggling 
auto dealership facing liquidation 
unless the living legend can clear 
their car lot over the Fourth of July 
weekend.

Falling down the usual Frat Pack 
comedy style, after Land Of The 
Lost and Night At The Museum 2, 
The Goods is further proof Will Ferrell 
and co. are no longer top of the 
game with Judd Apatow’s stable 
now leading the way. Providing a 
cameo and producing with long 
time collaborator Adam McKay, 
Ferrell really needs to up his game 
on his next release.

This time around though, the misfir-
ing jokes are more to blame on writ-
ers Adam Stock and Rick Stempson 
and the lead cast of Jeremy Piven, 
Ving Rhames, David Koechner and 
Kathryn Hahn. 

There’s no spark of energy to the 
way they deliver their lines, leaving 
The Goods feeling like something 
you’ve already sat through a hun-

dred times before on any other Frat 
Pack comedy.

Though Jeremy Piven doesn’t have 
the charisma or exuberance for the 
lead role, The Hangover’s Ed Helms 
and Ken Jeong do come out of the 
film with some credit; the former as 
the fiancée of Piven’s love interest 
and the latter as one of the dealer-
ships failing salesmen.

Often boring as the day on day 
narrative soon grows tiresome and 
ineffective, The Goods: Live Hard, 
Sell Hard is an entirely throwaway 
experience that doesn’t offer any-
thing vaguely witty or clever.

Look elsewhere to satisfy your com-
edy needs.

★★★★★

THE GOODS: LIVE 
HARD, SELL HARD
RELEASED OUT NOW (USA) OCTOBER 23 (UK)

DIRECTED BY NEAL BRENNAN STARRING JEREMY PIVEN, 
VING RHAMES, DAVID KOECHNER, ED HELMS, KATHRYN 
HAHN, JAMES BROLIN & JORDANA SPIRO
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It’s now common place for ten or 
so CGI feature films to come out in 
a year, so when a little independ-
ent feature like 9 is next to step up 
to the silver screen, despite the slick 
visuals and apocalyptic story, it can 
be all too easy to blink and miss it. 

Aided by style-frontiersmen Tim 
Burton (Corpse Bride) and Timur 
Bekmambetov (Night Watch), co-
writer/director Shane Acker was 
able to take the world established 
in his Oscar-nominated 10 minute 
short of the same name from 2005, 
and take it to new heights. 

Set in a alternate past, where 
machines got out of control and 
wiped out human life, all that’s left 
are the remnants of said machines 
and “rag-dolls” struggling to survive 
against them.

Amongst all this, 9 (Wood) awakens 
and tries to make heads or tails of 

his surroundings as he starts meeting 
others like him. 

Typically animated movies are kids’ 
affair, but that’s not the case with 
9. There’s very little comic relief and 
the themes of death and hostile 
worlds are not toddler-friendly. 
For anyone over 12, though, they 
should appreciate all 9 has to offer.

The great setting of a large world 
where the rag-dolls are about the 
size of a human-hand and the 
“beasts” they battle can be rather 
large, is treated with respect. The 
dust filled atmosphere provides us 
with a gray pallet enhancing the 

DIRECTED BY SHANE ACKER STARRING ELIJAH WOOD, 
CHRISTOPHER PLUMMER, MARTIN LANDAU, JOHN C. 
REILLY, CRISPIN GLOVER, JENNIFER CONNELLY

9
RELEASED OUT NOW (USA) OCTOBER 28 (UK)
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mood of a post-apocalypse Euro-
pean town, which somehow the 
animation studios (initially Attitude 
Studios, then taken over by Starz 
Animation) were able to work real 
colour variation out of. The gas col-
ours and the small piercing lights in 
the shadows are very impressive. 

The manipulated dark shades 
added to Acker’s classical, slow 
camera that makes few errors even 
with the stirring action set pieces. 
On top of the visual flare, the sound 
production packs punches too and 
is, excusing Danny Elfman’s pedes-
trian score, icing on the computer 
animated cake. 

All this distinctive style is not over-
explained or misused although the 
eventual purpose of the rag-dolls 
could have done with a little more 
work as 9 and the gang seem to be 
fighting for a doom future they can 
never come out on top of.

The voice acting is also wasted, with 
good actors on the bench including 
John C. Reilly, Jennifer Connelly and 
Martin Landau voicing the main 
characters without ever really being 
given the chance to do anything 
with them. The original short, in fact, 
had no dialogue between rag-dolls, 
aptly referenced into the narrative 
of 9 along the way 

These characters, which initially 
have promising arcs, ultimately 
have an miniature resolution. More 
interaction between the lead 
relationship of 9 and 5 would have 
been just the ingredient to at least 
pepper some form of excitement 
into the chemistry. 

With a brisk running time of 79min-
utes, 9 is something a little short of 
first-rate movie. After giving grand 
detail to the atmosphere, If only 
Acker could have added this focus 
to the characters as well his post-
apocalyptic fantasies.

★★★★★
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In the year when all animated films turned to 
3D to, bar Up, cover their complete lack of 
story-telling and filmic ambition, Cloudy With 
A Chance Of Meatballs was always going 
to be up against it to keep its head above 
fun but uninvolving pack. Films like Monsters 
Vs. Aliens and Ice Age 3 might have looked 
nice enough from the surface but they really 
offered very little beneath the flashy visuals.

Loosely adapted from the 1978 children’s 
book of the same name, Cloudy With A 
Chance Of Meatballs has a head start with 
the source material still held in high regard. 
Unlike the book, however, where the town of 
Chewandswallow is naturally fed three times 
a day by a range of delicious whether, this 
film is the story of an aspiring but misunder-
stood small town scientist.

Crafting a number of backfiring inventions, 
aspiring scientist Flint Lockwood (Hader) is 
desperate to prove himself a success and 
win over the affections of his straight-thinking 
father (Caan). When at last he thinks he’s 
onto the invention to really make a name for 
himself, plus solve world hunger to boot, Flint 
sets to work on a machine that can convert 
water into food. When the machine is com-
plete, Flint takes it for a test run, but what 
he expects to be a simple process turns end 
up with his creation rocketing across town, 
ruining the launch of a local theme park and 
flying up into the clouds, never to return.

Thinking his invention has been lost for good, 
moments the clouds start to rain down 
cheeseburgers, and at long long last one 
of Flint’s ideas proves to be a success. Now 

the toast of the town, the scientist starts tak-
ing orders for anything from a mid-morning 
pancake shower to dinner time spaghetti 
storms but when the food starts to rain down 
in increasing size after Flint ignores the warn-
ings from his computer, he is soon posed with 
the even greater challenge of stopping the 
invention from destroying his whole town.

A big step up for Sony Pictures Animation 
after losing their way on Open Season 2, 
Cloudy With A Chance Of Meatballs boasts 
a heap of laughs along the way in a very en-
tertaining and well written family adventure. 
While the main dialogue provides a lot of the 
jokes, it’s numerous funny asides that really 
make the film such a fun experience. Written 
and directed by Phil Lord and Chris Miller, it’s 
no a surprise to find out the pair where key 
contributors on the debut season of How I 
Met Your Mother, co-executive producing 17 
episodes, within which, writing two.

Developing a whole new rendering engine 
for reflective sunlight, the animation really 
feels like Sony Pictures Animation put in the 
time an effort to push themselves into new 
heights. The animation is crisp, colourful and 
full of life while the food looks sumptuous.

Though Bill Hader sounds perhaps a little old 
to voice Flint Lockwood in the central role, 
the whole vocal cast really bring their char-
acters to the screen with exuberance and 
great energy, from Bruce Campbell as the 
town’s pushy mayor to Mr. T as a clichéd 
cop and Neil Patrick Harris as Flint’s sidekick 
monkey.

Though the plot sticks a little from the second 
to third act, all in all, Cloudy With A Chance 
Of Meatballs is an imaginative idea very well 
executed on the big screen.  What’s more, 
Lord and Miller make perfect use of 3D mix-
ing gimmicky objects flying out of the screen 
with wraparound depth creation. Watching 
Cloudy With A Chance Of Meatballs in 3D 
doesn’t feel like extra work for your eyes, a 
major problems for all films in the extra di-
mension to date, even footage of the much-
hyped ‘revolutionary’ technology in Avatar.

Cloudy With A Chance Of Meatballs might 
not be as charming or heartfelt as anything 
from Pixar film, but bar Up, it’s the best ani-
mated film of the year so far.

★★★★★

CLOUDY WITH A 
CHANCE OF 
MEATBALLS

RELEASED OUT NOW

DIRECTED BY PHIL LORD & CHRIS MILLER STARRING BILL HADER, ANNA 
FARIS, JAMES CAAN, ANDY SAMBERG, NEIL PATRICK HARRIS, BRUCE 
CAMPBELL, MR. T, BOBB’E J. THOMPSON, BENJAMIN BRATT, AL ROCKER, 
LAUREN GRAHAM, WILL FORTE & PETER SARAGUSA
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Drama/thriller adapted 
from the BBC series follow-
ing newspaper reporter 
Cal McAffrey (Crowe) as 
he investigates the pa-
per trail following what 
seemed like the acciden-
tal murder of a congress-
man’s assistant, exciting 
and intelligent where 
other thrillers fall down.

Film   ★★★★★
Extras   ★★★★★

Billed as a slasher movie 
for the Skins generation, 
Tormented struggles to 
stand up to the classic 
American horrors of old as 
a forgotten student ap-
pears to be back from the 
dead, killing off his former 
tormentors. An aggravat-
ing film that will leave you 
hankering for Halloween.

Film   ★★★★★
Extras   ★★★★★

While there’s still a lot of 
intelligence in the writing 
and imagination behind 
each episode, season 12 
was where it all started 
tailing off for The Simp-
sons. It’s certainly still an 
entertaining boxset but it 
doesn’t provide the clas-
sic moments we’ve grown 
to love.

Film   ★★★★★
Extras   ★★★★★

Charming and eclectic 
indie rom-com that at 
last sees Paul Dano grow 
up into a role beyond his 
usual troubled son per-
sona. Here, Dano adopts 
a baby Chinese girls while 
trying to strike up a rela-
tionship with a mysteri-
ous girl played by Zooey 
Deschanel.

Film   ★★★★★
Extras   ★★★★★

Dark comedy from a 
about bi-polar mall cop 
(Seth Rogen) who will 
stops at nothing to appre-
hend a flasher terrorising 
his shoppers. Easily Jody 
Hill’s best work to date, 
Rogen creates a despica-
ble character you can’t 
help but pull around for 
despite his actions.

Film   ★★★★★
Extras   ★★★★★

Comedy-drama about 
fictional film star Vince 
Chase (Adrian Grenier) 
and his friends trying to 
make it in Hollywood. One 
of the more frustrating 
times in Vince’s career 
and after his last film, Me-
dellin, bombs, he struggles 
to find the next role to get 
him back on track.

Film   ★★★★★
Extras   ★★★★★

Follow-up to hit and miss 
The Da Vinci Code, Tom 
Hanks return as Prof. 
Robert Langdon, this 
time helping the Catholic 
Church stop a wanton ter-
rorist from blowing up the 
Vatican City. Taking on 
the same clue hunt nar-
rative, Angels & Demons 
grows tiring fairly quickly.

Film   ★★★★★
Extras   ★★★★★

Dire fourth film in the 
high-octane series, bring-
ing back the four stars 
from the original film. This 
time around the team 
join forces to track down 
the same foe but despite 
a breathtaking opening 
scenes, Fast & Furious is 
a thoroughly uninvolving 
and frustrating fourquel.

Film   ★★★★★
Extras   ★★★★★
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TO CELEBRATE THE RELEASE OF ENTOURAGE: THE 
COMPLETE FIFTH SEASON 5 OUT NOW ON DVD, WE’RE 
GIVING YOU THE CHANCE TO WIN ONE OF 3 BOX SETS

Packed with the glitz and glamour of Tinstletown Entourage: The Complete Fifth Season DVD marks your VIP pass 
to the world of Vince Chase, a hot young actor in modern–day Hollywood and his entourage. Loosely based on 
the life of Mark Wahlberg and drawing on the experiences of industry insiders, the series hilariously illustrates both 
the heady excesses of today’s celebrity lifestyle, as well as the difficulty of finding love and success in the fast 
track of showbiz. Cast regulars Adrian Grenier (Devil Wears Prada) Jeremy Piven (Rock’n’Rolla) and Kevin Dillon 
(Hotel for Dogs) are joined by an impressive line up of guest stars, including Jamie-Lyn Sigler (The Sopranos) direc-
tor Gus Van Sant (Milk, Good Will Hunting) Leighton Meester (Gossip Girl), Martin Scorcese (The Departed, Gangs 
of New York, Goodfellas), Jason Patric (In the Valley of Elah, Incognito), Seth Green (Austin Powers, Goldmember) 
and Gary Cole (The West Wing)

Season Five sees Vince (Grenier) struggle with his newly found undesirability. After the critical mauling of Medel-
lin in Cannes, he has found himself unemployed and struck from the A-list. With rejections from every studio, it 
appears that not even the considerable talents and questionable methods of super-agent Ari (Piven) can save 
him from the Hollywood waste bin. Meanwhile things are looking more positive for Turtle (Jerry Ferrara) who has 
bagged himself a celebrity girlfriend and Drama (Dillon) who is enjoying unexpected success in TV show ‘Five 
Towns’ and making outrageous demands from the sanctum of his on-set trailer. Has the time come for Drama to 
take his much craved place in the spotlight? Discover this and more with the DVD release of TV’s sexiest show. 
Join the A List with the Emmy Award winning comedy drama that is Entourage: The Complete Fifth Season, re-
leased on DVD 14 September 2009 by HBO Home Entertainment

TO BE IN WITH A CHANCE OF WINNING, SIMPLY ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTION:
AT THE END OF ENTOURAGE SEASON FOUR, FICTIONAL LEAD VINCENT CHASE STARS IN WHICH BIG SCREEN FLOP?

A. MEDELLIN B. MANDOLIN C. MERRY MEN
EMAIL YOUR ANSWER TO COMPETITIONS@FANTHEFIREMAGAZINE.COM. DEADLINE 12/10/09.

mailto:competitions@fanthefiremagazine.com
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WHEN THE COPS ARE AWAY, 
THE BADDIES COME OUT TO PLAY
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365 Days of danBo
by Arielle naDel

ESCAPING THE YOTSUBA&! DRAWING BOARD, 
DANBO IS EXPLORING THE WORLD LIKE ONLY SHE KNOWS HOW
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Photography Hüseyin Yilmaz

WHO DOESN’T WANT TO HAVE 
A BIT OF SUMMER FUN
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Photography Lauren Ward
Make-up Tsipporah Liebman
Hair Aviva Perea at Magnet 

Model Shannan at Nous Models

WHO SAID THE FUN HAD TO END
WHEN THE CLOWNS GO HOME

FAREWELL TO 
THE PLAYGROUND

S T Y L E
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Photography Carl Heindl
Model Samantha-Ann Barber

FALL IS HERE BUT YOU DON’T HAVE TO 
WRAP UP AND STAY INSIDE JUST YET

FIELD OF DREAMS
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Photography Matías Troncoso
Assistant Sergio Recabarren
Styling Javiera García Bombal
Make-up Merce Errázuriz
Model Kinka

IT’S A CRUEL WORLD OUT THERE
BUT DON’T GET MAD, GET EVEN

BE NICE
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NEXT MONTH. ONLINE OCTOBER 23RD.



NEXT MONTH. ONLINE OCTOBER 23RD.



FAN THE FIRE OCTOBER 2009 g


